Ethics

________________________________________________

ethics—the division of philosophy that is concerned with the

     nature of obligation and value

Some Questions of Ethics:

· What should I do (in a particular situation)? How can I tell?

· What is good/bad? How can I tell?

· Is there a single correct standard of right/wrong? If so, what is it? If not, what standard should I follow in deciding what to do (in a particular situation)?

· What is the good life (for a human being)?

· What does it mean to say that someone is a “good person”? What are his/her distinguishing characteristics?

· What are the source(s) of standard(s) of right/wrong and of good/bad? God? Society? The individual?

theory of obligation—a principle or set of principles that state

necessary and sufficient conditions for the rightness/wrongness of any possible human action under any possible set of circumstances


examples—

· An action is right if and only if it would have the best possible consequences if it were performed.

· An action is right if and only if it does not violate any of the Ten Commandments.

2 Types of Theories of Obligation:

1. consequentialist—right/wrong depend entirely on consequences

2. nonconsequentialist—right/wrong do not depend entirely on consequences

Is there a single true theory of obligation?—possible answers:

· ethical absolutism—Yes

· ethical relativism—No. Each society or culture determines what is right/wrong for its members.

· ethical subjectivism—No. Each individual determines what is right/wrong for himself/herself.

cultural relativism—the view that different societies and cultures

accept and/or practice different standards of right and wrong

ethical relativism vs. cultural relativism—

· Cultural relativism is a view about what moral standards different cultures and societies accept and/or practice.
· Ethical relativism is a view about what moral standards should be followed by the members of different cultures and societies.
Argument for Ethical Relativism—

1. Cultural relativism is true.

Therefore,

          Ethical relativism is true.

Argument against Ethical Relativism—

1. If ethical relativism is true, then no one ever has any grounds to criticize (the moral beliefs of) his/her own society.

2. We sometimes have grounds to criticize (the moral beliefs of) our own societies.

Therefore,

     Ethical relativism is false.

